Education in medical genetics for physicians: Germany.
We have assessed the relative amount of genetics education at each of the 3 levels of medical training in Germany, namely the undergraduate, postgraduate and continuous medical education stages. Our data show that genetics is ill represented at all levels. Written examinations at the end of the relevant section at the undergraduate level include very few questions related to medical genetics, and particularly few in subjects such as pathology, internal medicine and gynaecology and obstetrics. At the postgraduate level, only 4 specialties require knowledge in medical genetics that may be subject to examination. At the continuous medical education level, medical genetics plays a very minor role. All 3 levels have been subject to reform in recent years, but effects that might ensue from these reforms cannot be expected before 2008.